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Chapter 19 Test, Document-Based Questions

DIRECTIONS: Short Answer Answer each of the following questions on a separate piece  
of paper.

Charlemagne Orders That “Carefully Corrected Books” Be Available

“Here let the scribes sit who copy out the words of the Divine Law, and likewise the 
hallowed [holy] saying of the holy Fathers. Let them beware of interspersing [adding 
here and there] their own frivolities [unimportant ideas] in the words they copy, nor 
let a trifler’s [one who works without seriousness] hand make mistake through haste 
[speed]. Let them earnestly seek out for themselves correctly written books to 
transcribe [copy], that the flying pen may speed along the right path. Let them 
distinguish the proper sense [grammar] by colons and commas, and let them set the 
points each one in its due place, and let not him who reads the words to them either 
read falsely or pause suddenly. It is a noble work to write out holy books, nor shall 
the scribe fail of his due reward. Writing books is better than planting vines, for he 
who plants a vine serves his belly, but he who writes a book serves his soul.”

—Alcuin, English monk, as quoted in The Discoverers

 1. In Charlemagne’s time, how was the copying of holy books viewed?

 2. According to the passage, what type of books should a scribe select to copy?

 3. What “due reward” does Alcuin suggest scribes will receive for their work?

 4. What can you infer about Charlemagne’s views on education and literature from the 
passage? What evidence supports your inference?
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Chapter 19 Test, Document-Based 
Questions cont.

MEDIEVAL KNIGHTS v. FEUDAL SAMURAI

KNIGHTS BOTH SAMURAI

• European

•  Armor consisted of 
heavy metal plates 
or rings of metal 
mesh called mail

•  Served in crusades 
and other battles 
from the 
800s–1300s 

• Had high position in society

• Fought for nobles 

• Fought on horses

• Wore armor

• Used swords in battle

• Were rewarded with land

• Had trained since boyhood

• Had code of honor

• Japanese

•  Armor consisted of 
scales of metal or 
leather, laced 
together with silk

•  Served as Japan’s 
warriors from the 
1100s–1800s

 5. List two differences between Japanese samurai and European knights.

 6. In battle, how were medieval knights and samurai similar?

DIRECTIONS: Essay Answer the following question on a separate piece of paper.

 7. How do you think making literature available in the vernacular affected  
medieval society?
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